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Tea Leaf Vision Centre for Professional Development  
 

Tea Leaf Vision was established between Tea Leaf Trust and Ambagamuwa United    
Peopleôs Organisation, sponsored by World Vision, in October 2009 to uplift the commu-
nities of the Ambagamuwa A.D.P with a particular focus on the youth of the area.   
 

The main program of the partnership is the Centre for Professional Development, which 
offers a one-year diploma in professional English with lessons in: English Grammar;    
Professional Speech; Business; I.T.; and Success and Ethics (based on Stephen Coveyôs 
ñ7 Habits of Highly Effective Peopleò) all conducted in the English Medium. My thanks 
must go to Beacon Hill Academy, Nuwara Eliya for providing the blue print for the curricu-
lum and ethos of the programme. 
 

This full-time, free course is offered to 18 to 24 year olds who are unmarried and unem-
ployed. The students come from every culture and religion and throughout the year spe-
cial activities are held to develop self-confidence, promote peace-building and ethic cohe-
sion as well as provide support for young people living in the midst of complex societal 
issues that include a high level of alcoholism and violence against women. The culture of 
society on the tea estates means that the young people have no one to turn to, which re-
sults in feelings of despair, actual self-harm and attempted suicide. Indeed, in a recent 
emotional health survey carried out in the school ï 39% of our students had thought of 
harming themselves in the previous fortnight.  The truly staggering statistic is that 24% 
said that they had considered suicide in the  two weeks (59% of these being female). 
 

To think of Tea Leaf Vision as a purely educational project would be missing the point, 
although certainly a major strategy to uplift the community is to focus on employability 
skills and English. Our target is transformational development of the communities from 
the bottom up... through the young people as they are the future of this country and the 
key generation after the end of the civil war. The school promotes the core principles of 
life such as love, service, honesty and loyalty placing strong emphasis on serving the less 
fortunate in their communities. In 2010, through our Community English Programme 
(where the students are trained to teach Basic English to 7 ï 12 year olds), we have run 
classes at 20 community locations for over 650 children. 
 

November 27
th
, 2010 sees our first graduation where 101 students will be recognised for 

the immense effort and commitment they have shown in trying to better their futures 
through educational study and community service. It is a great honour for me as Principal 
to see these talented, kind and dedicated young people complete a challenging year ï for 
all but one of them it has been the first time they have studied in the English Medium. 
 

The following collection of writings by the students is about their feelings and thoughts as 
they leave the diploma programme. The students were given a very broad topic asking 
what they felt about the programme and their writings have been edited only slightly, here 
and there, when the grammar meant ideas became a little confused. I loved reading them 
and I hope, through their voices, you can gain some understanding of the many levels on 
which Tea Leaf Vision enhances the lives of the students and how it will, year-by-year, 
transform communities by providing opportunities through education. 
 

Yours, with kindness and respect, 
 
Tim Pare 

Programme Director 

 





ñNow my life is very much changed and I have good knowledge and also our       
village people are giving respect to me, because of Tea Leaf Vision.ò Theeba 

ñThe words which you gave me, to my feet theyôre like a bright light.ò Bhagya  

ñNow I am a valuable person who can speak in English, who has improved so 

many things. I would like to express, now I am a good product made by Tea Leaf 

Vision.ò Aravinda 

ñI think about my life and it has fallen down several times, before Tea Leaf Vision, but  
after Tea Leaf Vision my life is changed and I can get success for life.ò Dayanathy  

ñAfter I studied about the Success subject then only I understood how many years I 
missed of my life.ò Dushanthini  

ñAfter I came to TLV School step by step I changed my thoughts and  
everything.ò Gayathri 

ñI thought if a foreigner is our Principal he wonôt care about our cultureé  theyôll use us to 
do bad things. But when I came first to Tea Leaf Vision on that day I realised Iôm wrong, 

the way I thought was wrong.ò Magret  

ñI came with a lot of worries when Iôm leaving from here I feel that my all burdens 
and worries went away from me.ò Jenita 

ñI feel like I am a being with a soul, I can see my soul by Tea Leaf Vision, this one 
year is the most memorable of my life.ò Parameshwaran 

ñI thought cricket was only a game but these days I changed my thoughtsé cricket is a 
game that gives a chance to find relationships and strong relationships. I am friends with 

all in TLV from all religions and society.ò Naleef  

Thoughts in Brief  



To my Ever -loving Teachers and Friends  
 

It is the time to leave you all; it is the time to tell you byeé.  
I would like to express my thanks to you. 

First to Mr. Pare and staff for the words which you gave me.  
To my feet theyôre like a bright light.  

Second to all my dear friends, I have never had friends like you all.  
There was no caste, religion or language problem.  

We all were together and the time we spent was great and unforgettable. 
Tea Leaf Vision it has given me a new life,  

When I was sad you made me laugh,   
When I was happy you all shared it with me.  

So donôt forget me everé  
I wonôt forget you ever é  

I would like to wish you all and TLV,  
Whatever the things you  do, I hope they are successful..! 

May God bless and take care of youé 
 

Bhagya  

A Ball of Flour and Me  
 

A ball of flour we canôt eat, because itôs not tasty,  
But if we apply some flavours and if we can make it well,  

We can make something very tasty.  
Then others also will like to eat it.  

 

So é 
 

Before coming to Tea Leaf Vision I was also like a flour ball 

No-one can eat it.  

But, after I came to Tea Leaf Vision  

I have so many best flavours for my brain as well as for my heart.  

Step by step I became like a sweet everyone likes to eat.  

Now I am a valuable person who can speak in English  

Who has improved so many things.  

I would like to express, now I am a good product made by Tea Leaf Vision.  
 

N.G Amila Aravinda  

The Past is the Past  

Two years ago I met some terrible situations in my life, so before I came to Tea Leaf Vi-

sion, I was a hopeless person. I hated my life, I thought this is the end of my life, but          

I found the Tea Leaf Vision door. I was changed. The environment, teachers, new faces 

of my friends, they gave a different world for me. I enjoyed staying at Tea Leaf Vision, 

more than being at home. I thought I can achieve, I can do my best, I can be a good per-

son etcé I have improved my talents. Really I donôt have words to write about my school. 

Neomy  



My Tea Leaf Vision Experience  
 

My life has one experience at Tea Leaf Vision, a one-year experience. This experience 
are got to my life it has changed lots of thing and the ñSun is Shiningò on my life and it is 
now successful for a valuable person in this world. 
 
This School Principal is kind for Maskeliya village people and world most valuable person 
for our Tea Leaf Vision School Principal and now I want to tell thanks to World Vision 
also. This time I think about our school teachers, the Tea Leaf Vision teachers are very 
good people in this world. 

 
I think about my life and it has fallen down several times, before Tea Leaf Vision, but after 
Tea Leaf Vision my life is changed and I can get success for life. I think after A/L I wanted 
to go to university but my results is down that time I feel too sad, but after start TLV that 
time I came to TLV School after I think about life and I am happy for TLV. 
 
But TLV is small university for this world. In my class I have lots of friends and I faced so 

many problems and they helped me to solve the problems. I have 120 friends. 

Dayanathy  

 
Speech and I.T.  

 
In my other school the teachers all consider about which person studies the best, to that 
person only they encourage. I didnôt do anything that well therefore I had so many bad 
feelings in my heart. It is not a lie it is true. Also I didnôt ever do even one Tamil speech I 
didnôt have any experience, but I got that opportunity at Tea Leaf Vision. 
 
Before I touched a computer I didnôt know its shape, but now I know about computer. Be-

fore I came to this school I didnôt know about myself, because I didnôt care about myself -  

just I lived and just I studied, but after I studied about the Success subject then only I un-

derstood how many years I missed of my life. 

Dushanthini  

My Class, Curiosity  
 

We are friendly      We are playful 
We are students     We are sporty 
We are lovable and      We are disciplined and  
Well behaved too.      Ambitious too. 
 
We are active      We are happy and  
We are punctual     Fun loving too 
We are clear and      Can you guess who? 
Energetic too.      We are Curiosity.   

 

Puviyarasi  



More Than Just English...  
 
TLV school is a great opportunity for  me, I donôt know how to tell my words, because, I 
improved lots, not only English, before years I had so many problems in my life that sur-
rounded my family, my studies, my A/L results and etcé 
 
So after I came to TLV School after that step by step I changed my thoughts and every-
thing. When I came to TLV School I thought after this year I wonôt think sad things I want 
to be confident and I want to show my talents to others. 
 
I studied Success and Ethics so I improved, because in my Success lessons, I started to 
learn about my life. What are the things I want to do according to my situations and all. 
After that I can talk about my problems with my staff, and our Principal.  
 
I started to talk with my every problem with my Principal and all now myself I felt I re-
duced my problems. Now-a-days I feel proud about myself. 
 
TLV School not only teaches us, it gives us more skills. 

Gayathri  

Tea Leaf Vision  
 

Before I didnôt know about Tea Leaf Vision School. When I came here, that time all teach-
ers are speaking English, but I donôt know how to speak English. After teachers are help-
ing me saying ñyou can speak English, I will help youò The teachers and our School    
Principal also. After I can speak English, now I can speak English, writing also. 

 
Before in my life I donôt know how to behave with others - I know little bit but I donôt know 
more. But when I study at Tea Leaf Vision, at that time I know how to behave with others.  
Another one is I have some problems because at that time my father and mother two 
both are scolding me hard. That time I canôt control my anger and that time I will cut my 
hand. After coming to TLV little bit control myself. Now Iôm not doing this one because I 
will study emotional health and I will change my life. 
 
 Now I have good skills and good habits also have. So when I studied at Tea Leaf Vision 

School I have change so many things. Now I have good habits: honest etc...... So in my 

life I canôt forget this Tea Leaf Vision School. So I canôt forget this School Principal and 

teachers. So many thank you for Tea Leaf Vision School Principal and Teachers. 

Name witheld  

The Heart of Our Life  
 

Birth is the start of life  
Beauty is the art if life   

Job is a part of life 
Death is the last of life  

But TLV is the heart of our life 
 

S. Sameer  



How Tea Leaf Vision Has Changed my Life  
 
Like a rose needs water, like a poet needs a pen, like a season needs a change, but 
how? Who can change it? As well as now I know there is a place that can change us. Itôs 
ñTea Leaf Visionò. 
 
First of all I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr. Augustine who works in World 
Vision. Because, he and World Vision helped me a lot to give me this opportunity. 
 
Before I came to here really I was scared to come, because I heard our Principal is a for-
eigner. I didnôt like to come here. Because of my mum only I came. Because I thought if a 
foreigner is our Principal he wonôt care about our culture, they have some habits, theyôll 
use us to do bad things. But when I came first to Tea Leaf Vision on that day I realized 
Iôm wrong, the way I thought was wrong. Even that day I didnôt think the way we all see 
and understand the world is different.  
 
When I was studying in my school I liked a lot to speak in English. But I couldnôt. There 
was no one to help me. First day I was scared to speak with Mr. Pare, because I canôt. 
There are sometimes after he went we laughed. But today Iôm really proud of Mr. Pare 
and my staff, because the service they did itôs really great. As a foreigner why does he 
want to care about us? Even Sri Lankans are not caring.  
 
I think as a staff they all can be happy today because they achieved their goal. Before we 
all come here we couldnôt speak in English. But today we improved a lot and it has 
changed not only my life, others too. I would like to say it has changed the way Iôm dress-
ing. Now Iôm wearing professional clothes. It helps me to prepare for a job. 
 
Magret  

The Importance of English  
  
In this 21

st
 century people are used to stay with technology. So in every moment they 

were trying to learn new things. But before days people couldnôt care about studies. But 
now a days in every few seconds people trying to learn something. Not only that they are 
trying to invent something in their day today lives. 
 
In our country we donôt have many languages. But we have to become fluent with Eng-
lish, Tamil, and Sinhala. In these languages the most important language is English. So 
without English we canôt face anything in our lives. But we donôt have much knowledge in 
this language. People are able to learn even they couldnôt get a good opportunity and 
chance in their past lives. Including myself also.  
 
Therefore we were suffered a long period to learn English. If we get a chance and oppor-
tunity even, we couldnôt have much money to learn English. That is the reason for a smart 
and honor person who was started the school which Tea Leaf Vision. That is the wonder-
ful school I ever see in our country, and that is a different kind of experience in my life. 
 

Lenora  (unedited)  




